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and Troubetzkoy,' belonged to the greatest families of
Russia, and almost all of whom were recruited from
the nobility of the provinces.
The rule of iron exercised by Nicholas L during
his thirty years* reign did not succeed in stifling the
progressive spirit of this class, and, when Emperor
Alexander II. inaugurated in 1856 a new era of liberal
reforms, it was again the provincial nobility which gave
the most enthusiastic support to his reforms.
The principal act of the fine reign of Alexander II,
was, of course, the emancipation of the serfs. This
reform, before being put into effect by the Ministers
of that Sovereign, had been the subject of an active
propaganda made by a brilliant group of thinkers and
writers, almost all of whom belonged to the provincial
nobility, and whose most typical representative was
Ivan TourguenefL* This class, which comprised the
only owners of domains peopled by serfs, sacrificed their
material interests to the great principle of emancipation,
which had as its corollary the dividing among the serfs
of a large part of the lands belonging to the nobles,
and, although the proprietors were to have been in-
demnified, the economic revolution which ensued was
a serious blow to their welfare.
The other reforms of Emperor Alexander IL, such
as the reorganization of justice and the creation of
the local self-governing bodies, or Zemstvos, were also
most cordially welcomed by the provincial nobility.
It became the fashion for the young nobles to shun
the bureaucratic institutions of St. Petersburg and to
serve in the provinces as marshals of the nobility, members
of the Zemstvos, judges and arbiters of the peace.
* TourguenefFs land* in tlie province of Toula were adjacent to those of
my family.